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culating on this basis, viz., that the vernal equinox
was at the time of the war near Punarvasu, /.*.,
about 95 degrees behind where it is now, Modaka
finds that about 7,000 years must have elapsed since
then.

We think that the absurdity of these positions (or
rather of these interpretations of shlokas) is only equal-
led by the absurdity of their explanation. Not only
does this theory not suffice to explain accurately all the
positions mentioned in the Mahabharata but it is also
historically unsound. It takes for granted that the pre-
cession of the equinoxes was a thing known in the days
of the Mahabharata though as a matter of fact we know
that the Greeks discovered this precession only a little
before the Christian Era and in India even Varaha
Mihira, who lived about 500 A.D., did not know it.1 It
also takes for granted that the Nakshatras always began
with Ashwini though we have evidence in the Brahma-
nas, the Vedang Jyotisha and the Mahabharata itself
that down to 100 A.D. they always began with Krittikas.
The confusion which would necessarily be caused by
having two sets of Nakshatras, one conventional and the
other real, possessing the same names without any
distinction as to their nature, has been admitted by these
theorists themselves. It would require an ingenious eye
every time to detect the nature of the constellation men-
tioned and ancient sages were probably not fond of
introducing such confusion in names, well aware that
ingenious men are always few and far between and they

i See his well-known shloka about the position of the  ^TTHT in his
time.